Name — Dr. Ankita Nachankar
Country — India

I am a Radiation Oncologist (Clinical Doctor) from India. I completed my post- graduation and Radiation
Oncology clinical training from the leading Cancer Institute in India, Tata Memorial Hospital and ACTREC,
Mumbai. After obtaining my degree, I worked as a consultant in Radiation Oncology at a private hospital in city

of Mumbai.

Joint efforts by my teacher Prof. Shyamkishore Shrivastava, Prof. Tatsuya Ohno and Prof. Takashi Nakano to
provide Doctoral research education to Radiation Oncologists at Gunma University, helped me fulfill my dream
to be trained in Heavy ion particle therapy in Japan. Currently, I am pursuing PhD under Leading Program for
‘Cultivating Global Leaders in Heavy lon Therapeutics and Engineering’; at Gunma University Department of
Radiation Oncology and Heavy lon Medical Center. This program has offered us an excellent opportunity to
conduct research in the field of Cancer biology and Radiobiology in cooperation with the Asian region. We receive
regular training sessions in biology research experiments and educational sessions on Heavy ion therapy. L-PhD
program also, has collaboration with major Universities and esteemed faculties in the field of Radiation Oncology
and Cancer Biology, enabling us to receive teaching lectures, research guidance and clinical/ research training at

renowned Universities across world.

I have an amazing opportunity to work in a ‘Precision Medicine’ research group under guidance of Prof. Tatsuya
Ohno and Dr. Takahiro Oike at Gunma University to investigate biomarkers predicting radiosensitivity. And, I

am obliged by the constant encouragement, guidance and support provided by our sensei.

Apart from research work, life in Japan is one of the most pleasant places to live in the world. In my experience,
Japanese people are very disciplined, helpful and dedicated towards their work. It is always interesting to interact
with our Japanese friends. In my free time, I love to travel and visit new places, try different delicacies and cook
some new food recipes at home. In Gunma, I enjoy Autumn season the most. Once the pandemic is under control,

I wish to travel more and hopefully visit ‘Fuji — san’ Mountain one day, with my friends.

Heavy ion therapy is a fascinating modality of cancer radiotherapy with high tumor control rate and minimal side
effects. However, very few hospitals across world offer this treatment. More such educational programs required
to promote and propagate use Particle therapy across the world for the benefit our patients. After returning to my
country, I wish work at ‘Particle Therapy Center’ to continue my clinical practice and research work in this field.

I am sure that, research training and life experience at Japan will greatly help to shape my life and career ahead.
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